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Preserving Our Past:
The Importance of the Starland County Historical Archives -

In the heart of Alberta, Starland County holds a
rich tapestry of history woven through generations
of families, communities, and landscapes. From
the early days of settlement to the evolution of
agriculture and rural life, the county’s story is
one worth preserving—not just in memory, but
in tangible form. That's the mission behind the
Starland County Historical Archives, a digital
initiative dedicated to collecting and safeguarding
photographs from across the region.

Why a Digital Archive Matters

Photographs are more than images; they are
visual records of our shared heritage. They
capture moments that define who we are—
community gatherings, school events, harvests,
celebrations, and everyday life. In a world where
physical records are vulnerable to time and
tragedy, digitizing these memories ensures they
are preserved for future generations.
This mission became even more urgent following
the devastating fire on May 25, 2018, which
destroyed the Starland County office and with it,
countless historical photos and maps. The loss
was a stark reminder of how fragile our physical
archives can be. In response, the county has
committed to rebuilding its historical record
through a secure, accessible, and community-
driven digital archive.

Building the Archive Together

The Starland County Historical Archives (available 7

at https://starlandcounty.com/archives) is a living ==

project. It invites residents, past and present,
to contribute their photographs and stories.
Whether it's a snapshot of a family farm, a school
class photo, or a picture of a long-gone landmark,
every image adds depth to the county’s collective
memory.

By compiling these photos digitally, we not only

protect them from physical damage but also=

make them accessible to researchers, educators,

and anyone interested in the history of Starland _\
County. The archive serves as a bridge between —

generations, allowing younger residents to
connect with the past and older generations to
share their legacy.

How You Can Help

contributing to the archive. Submissions can be
made directly through our website, where you'll
also find guidelines for uploading and sharing
your images.

Your photos could help fill in the gaps left by
the 2018 fire and ensure that the stories of

our communities—Delia, Morrin, Munson, and
beyond—are never lost again.

Looking Ahead

The Starland County Historical Archives is more than a collection; it's a
testament to resilience, community, and the enduring value of our shared
history. With your help, we can continue to build a resource that honors
the past while inspiring the future.

Visit https://starlandcounty.com/archives to learn more and become

Y, : part of this important initiative.
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Morrin Ferry, Red Deer River, Alberta - 1922 Before the Morrin bridge the river was crossed by ferry
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— Page 17: Threshing E.L. Long near Delia - 1928 In 1928, threshing on North American prairies,
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including Alberta, was a mix of mechanical and labor-intensive manual work
Firefighters battling the blaze at the Starland County office on May 25, 2018

the burgeoning Girl Guides movement, which the founders felt was too British or American
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Meet Brandon!

Brandon joins us in
the role of Temporary
Assistant Agricultural
Fieldman, bringing a
strong background
in agriculture and a
passion for serving the
community. He is from
the Hand Hills area,
just outside of Starland
County, where he grew
up on the family farm
and developed deep roots in agriculture from
an early age. Brandon studied Agricultural
Management and Economics at Montana State
University, equipping him with a solid foundation
and practical skills that he now brings to the
field. He is no stranger to Starland County;
Brandon previously worked in seasonal positions
under the Agricultural Service Board (ASB) for
three years, gaining valuable experience and
a great understanding of how things run here.
Now, he is excited to be back and looks forward
to continuing to support local producers and
contribute to the community in meaningful ways.

Grain Bag Recycling - .
Proper Preparation Required

With the increased use of grain bags during
harvest in 2025 Starland County Agricultural
Services would like to remind producers of the
importance of properly preparing grain bags
before delivering them to recycling collection
sites. Loosely rolled or contaminated grain bags
are difficult to handle and cannot be accepted for
recycling.

To ensure your grain bags are eligible for
collection, please follow these guidelines:

1. Remove Debris

Grain bags must be free of foreign materials
such as spoilage, dirt, rocks, and other
contaminants.

2. Roll Tightly

Grain bags must be rolled tightly using a
mechanical grain bag roller or an old hay baler.
Most grain bag extractors do not roll bags tightly =
enough. Once rolled, secure the bag firmly with
twine. Starland County has a grain bag roller
available for rent. Please contact Agricultural
Services for rental inquiries.

3. Return Correctly
Collection sites will not accept:

Unrolled grain bags Sl o e
Hand-rolled or extractor-rolled grain bags S On Saturday, August 16th, the Starland County

Agricultural Service Board, alongside valued
partners and sponsors, hosted an educational
Farm Bus Tour across Starland County. Led
by the Agricultural Fieldman and Assistant
Agricultural Fieldman, the tour welcomed just
over 50 attendees—ranging in age from 3 to 73—
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Legacy isn’t just what you grow—
it"s what you leave behind.
Let's clean up Alberta, one grain bag at atime.
re ALBERTA AG-PLASTIC

There were five tour stops in total, including:
Pioneer Canola Plots
Southwest of Morrin, AB, local Pioneer Seed
representatives (RGR Seeds and Adams Agrow)
introduced attendees to the Pioneer canola
research plots. Participants learned about the
significance of canola in the agricultural market,
the role of trial plots, and the importance of
ongoing research.
Crooked Lakes Livestock & Grain
< Established in 1911, this family-run grain and
cattle operation offered insights into direct-to-
" consumer marketing and cattle processing.
The Nelson family shared their expertise, joined
W< by Gary and Lynn Poole of Forestburg Meats,
— who discussed butchering techniques and beef
4 marketability.
- Cloverleaf Hutterite Colony Gardens
Founded in 2008, the Cloverleaf Colony
displayed their large vegetable gardens and
shared the history and practices behind their
successful horticultural operations.
Starland County Seed Cleaning Plant
In operation since 1961 and recently relocated to
a new facility in 2023, the plant manager guided
attendees through the seed cleaning process

Silage tarps, bale/silage films, or other non-grain
bag plastics 2\
Your cooperation helps ensure the success of our
recycling efforts and supports a cleaner, more
sustainable agricultural community.

For more information, please contact Starland
County Agricultural Services.

Starland County ASB Tour and Long
Table Dinner Recap

\

aboard a motorcoach for a full day of exploration.

and provided a tour of the P
upgraded facility. ._..
Bio-Agtive Emissions =
Farming b
This innovative technology I =
repurposes internal e
combustion emissions into
plant nutrition. Attendees
visited a local family farm
utilizing this method and
heard firsthand from both
the producer and the Bio-
Agtive founder about its

impact on soil health and crop production.

The day wrapped up at Barney's Adventure
Park, where bus tour attendees and additional
guests enjoyed a Long Table Dinner featuring
locally sourced ingredients—including beef
from Crooked Lakes Livestock, vegetables from
Cloverleaf Colony, chickens from Bluesky Colony,
and much more. The menu for the 100 seated
guests included pulled chicken sliders with
coleslaw, stuffed Yorkshire puddings, brisket with
roasted vegetables, and saskatoon parfaits and
crumble, catered by Mike Benci with Pizza 249 in
Drumbheller. Guests were served by hardworking
4-H volunteers from the Rumsey Rowley Beef
Club, Delia Beef Club, and Morrin Multi-Club.
Evening festivities included live music by
Don Howard, Chris Foser, and Jim Deering, a
photobooth sponsored by Brandt, photography
by Miss Friend Photography, lawn games, and
family-friendly activities at the park—including a
crowd-favorite pig race.

Thanks to the generous sponsorship from Travel
Drumbheller, Brandt Agriculture, Alberta Open
Farm days and the Morrin Agricultural
Society, Agriculture
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Financial Services Corporation (AFSC), Farm
Credit Canada (FCC), Community Futures Big
Country, Pioneer Seeds, Barney’s Adventure
Park, Fermented Fire Hot Sauce, and Bio-Agtive
Emissions Farming, this year’s event was a huge
success.

Clubroot Surveys

Clubroot is a soil-borne disease that affects canola
and similar crops including mustard, cabbage,
broccoli, cauliflower, and other cruciferous crops.
Infected plants have characteristic galls, or
nodules, on the roots which can cause symptoms
in the plant like wilting, stunting, yellowing, and
premature ripening. Once introduced into the
soil, clubroot cannot be removed. This makes
monitoring and prevention key to limiting the
spread.

Every August and into the fall, Starland County
pest inspectors complete annual clubroot surveys
across the municipality. These inspections include
Canola Health Surveys completed in partnership
with Alberta Agriculture and Irrigation, which
monitors various canola diseases including
Clubroot, Blackleg, Sclerotinia, and Verticillium.

As part of a county-wide monitoring program,
Starland County additionally aims to randomly
survey approximately 70 canola fields and inspect
the roots of the canola plants for clubroot galls.
Under Section 17 of Alberta’s Agricultural Pests
Act, pest inspectors appointed by a municipality
have the legal authority to:
Enter onto land (excluding buildings) at a
reasonable time to inspect for pests or nuisances
without the need for permission from the
landowner.
Take specimens of pests or nuisances, or any
material suspected of containing them.
Enforce compliance with the Act, which includes
monitoring and issuing notices if pests like
clubroot are found.
The Act also states that no person shall obstruct
an inspector in the discharge of the inspector’s
duties.

What happens if there is a confirmed clubroot? _\////
=N
s
The Starland County Agricultural Service Board \% W
Clubroot Policy outlines the process for what==
happens if clubroot is confirmed on your land. If 54N

clubroot is suspected in the plants, root samples

is confirmed to be positive for Clubroot, the \\\\

landowner and occupant will be notified in writing =&
with a pest notice. This is in accordance with the
Province of Alberta Agricultural Pests Act.

Clubroot on Canola

Upcoming events

Farmer Pesticide Certification Course -
Register Now!

Farmer Pesticide Certificate Course

Join us January 12-13, 2026, at Rumsey Hall for
essential training in Exterior Rodent Control

and Stored Grain Endorsements. This course

is ideal for farmers needing certification to use
restricted pesticides and fumigants. Earn up to 6
recertification credits and stay compliant. Do not
miss out!

clubroot susceptible crop on the affected land=
parcel for:

3 Years if a Clubroot resistant variety (proof of~\‘
purchase verified by the fieldman) is grown; or ;
4 Years if a non- resistant variety is planted; and
In either case, the producer must work with the
Agricultural Fieldman to submit a signed Clubroot —
Management Plan.

If a crop does come back positive for clubroot, it
can be harvested, and the pest notice takes effect
after harvest.

Starland County Shelterbelt Tree Program
Starland County is pleased to announce the return
of the Shelterbelt Tree Program for Spring 2026, in
partnership with Tree Time. This initiative provides
> residents with access to affordable seedlings
_ through a coordinated bulk order, helping reduce
" individual shipping costs and offering competitive
rates on a wide selection of trees and shrubs.

W< Shelterbelts are a valuable tool for improving
— agricultural and residential landscapes. They
N help mitigate soil erosion, reduce wind impact,
N enhance biodiversity, and attract native wildlife

species.

Program Highlights:

Seedlings Available: Tree Time offers 1-2-year-
old seedlings of various species. Heights typically
range from 6" to 24"

Ordering Period: Product browsing for spring
2026 is open at treetime.ca.

Delivery: Orders will be shipped to the Starland
County Office in Spring 2026.

Clubroot Best Management Practices

According to the Government of Alberta,
recommended best management practices to
prevent the spread of clubroot include:

Crop rotation: Avoid planting canola more than
once every four years on the same parcel of land
Use clubroot resistant varieties

Sanitation: Clean soil and crop debris from
equipment before entering and leaving fields
Scouting: Regularly inspect canola crops for
symptoms to catch infestations early

If you have questions or need support, please
contact Starland County Agricultural Services.

For more information, visit
https://www.alberta.ca/alberta-clubroot-
management-plan

Equipment Rental: Starland County Agricultural
Services has a shelterbelt fabric roller and tree
planter available for rent. Assistance with planting
is also available upon request.

For those seeking larger tree stock, several
nurseries in the region offer a wide selection of
mature trees and shrubs, including:

Eagle Lake Nurseries - Strathmore

Parkland Nurseries - Red Deer

Mattson Tree Farm - Olds

Linden Tree Farm - Linden

West Haven Nursery & Tree Farm - Red Deer

A comprehensive list of Alberta tree suppliers is
available on the Starland County website.

Please stay informed by visiting the Starland
County Website and following the Agricultural
Service Board Facebook Page for updates and
ordering instructions.

For further inquiries, please contact Agricultural
Services.

Starland County Campgrounds Tree Plantings
Aerial photos of campgrounds

Starland County is undertaking a tree planting
initiative in Fall of 2025 and Spring of 2026.
Approximately 200 trees of distinct species
and sizes will be planted between three county
campgrounds, including Starland Recreation
Area, Michichi Campground, and McLaren Dam.
In recent years, prolonged drought conditions
have taken a significant toll on the health of trees
across Starland County. As a result, many trees
have died off, leaving these spaces more exposed
to the elements and less inviting to visitors.

To address this issue, the Agricultural Service
Board has initiated a tree planting program aimed
at restoring and enhancing these green spaces.
These plantings will not only help replenish
the tree canopy but also offer a wide range of
environmental and community benefits.

Starland County is reaching out to the community
for involvement in this project through a Jr.
Advisory Board with Morrin and Delia School
students and a seasonal camper survey at
applicable campgrounds.
If you have feedback
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for Agricultural Services regarding tree
planting efforts, please reach out to ASB@
starlandcounty.com or 403-772-3793.

Soil Conservation Act

What is the Soil Conservation Act?

In 1935, The Control of Soil Drifting Act was passed
to help combat widespread soil erosion in the dirty
thirties. This put the responsibility of controlling
soil erosion onto the landowner. In 1962, this act
was replaced with the Soil Conservation Act
(SCA) but had many of the same goals. Through
the Act, the Agricultural Fieldman is appointed by
the municipality to act as a soil inspector under
the SCA to investigate occurrences of water and
soil erosion. As an inspector, they have the power
to:

Invoke action to prevent or stop the loss or erosion
of soil in the municipality.

Enterontoland (excluding buildings and structures
on the land) without permission of the landowner
to inspect land for violations under the SCA.
Issue notices where contraventions have been
found.

Issue permits for topsoil removal or burning of
stubble on land.

Under the SCA municipalities have the power to
write bylaws based on stubble burning and topsoil
removal. You can find the Topsoil Removal Bylaw
and Stuble Burning Bylaw on the Starland County
Website, www.starlandcounty.com

provinces due to uptake of multiple beneficial
management practices (BMPs), including:

« No-till or reduce tillage farming
= Cover crops
« Contour farming

Soil erosion with water.

“ VOYENTALERT!

CRITICAL INCIDENT
NOTIFICATIONS
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Road Maintenance & Winter Prep Update

Gravel Program Complete

The 2025 gravel program has officially wrapped up for the season. Thanks to the
moisture we received this year, we were able to add a substantial amount of
gravel—totaling 35 miles so far.

Snow Fencing Finished

Snow fencing installation is complete for the year. These fences are placed in areas
prone to heavy drifting to help keep roads clear and safe during winter conditions.

Road Improvements

We also completed work on Range Road 19-3 at the intersection just off Highway
576. This included building up the road and replacing the culvert to help prevent
future spring flooding.
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RR 16-0 South of TWP RD 32-4 was
A \\'

yd

completed in August.
/
W Numerous

™ been completed around the county . . o
'S The pad work is complete. We are now awaiting the building.

. : ot d i ,
nereasing - saiety and  fmproving Landscaping will be done after the building is erected.

culvert repairs have

Pad Work for the Rumsey Firehall

drainage.

Thank You!

We appreciate your support
and patience as we work

to keep our roads safe and
ready for all seasons.

Colby Black
Public Works Director

403-772-3793
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QTARLAND COUNTY HOLIDAY

DEC19 CLOSED FROM 12:00 - 4:00 PM

DEC 22-23 NORMAL BUSINESS HOURS

DEC 24 CLOSED

DEC 25 CLOSED

DEC 26 CLOSED

DEC 29-31 NORMAL BUSINESS HOURS

JAN 1 CLOSED

CLOSED

MERRY CHRISTMAS

FROM STARLAND COUNTY
A




